%ﬁ Reproduced at the Natonal Archives

i s

HEADQUARTERS, SECOND BAITALION
540TH ENGINEER REGIMENT
A.P,0, #464

8 October 1243,
SUBJECT: Daily Journal Report,

T0 Commanding Officer, 540th L ngincer Regiment, APO #464,

U.S. Army.

' 1. In compliance with directive, Headquarters, 540th Engineer
Regiment, dated 6 October 1943, the following Daily Journal Report for
month of September 1343 1s hereby submitted.

1 September 1943: 2 miles west of Termini Imerese, vieily., Usual camp
duties and training. No enemy action,

2 September 1943: 2 miles west of Termini Iamerese, Sicily. Usual camp
duties and training.,  No enemy ‘action.

3 September 19433 2 mlles west of Termini Imerese, ojicily., Cots "D" & "F!
usual camp duties and training. Co, "E" unloaded military supplies from
freight cars in afternoon - Port of Termini Imerese, Bielily., No enemy actic

4 September 1943: £ miles west of Terminl Imerese, Sicily. Cots "L" & "F!
usaal camp duties and training. Co. "D" preparing and placing burlap on
summerfelt Matting at Port of Terminl Imerese, Sicily. No enemy action. -

5 September 1943: 2 miles west of Termini Imerese, “jcily. Co'!s "E" & "F!
ucual camp duties and training. Co, "D" prep:ring and placing burla: on
Summe;felt datting at Port of Terminl Imerese, Siclly. No enemy action,

6 Se,tember 1943: 2 miles west of Termini Imerese, Sicily. Battalion
prepared for movement. Co. '“" continued prepariné and placing burlap
on Suimerfelt Matting at Port of Termini Imerese, Ricily. No enemy action.

7 September 1943: Port of Termini Imerese, ©icily. (Aboard LST 12 -
Battalion Headquarters) Prepared for movement by water - Battalion less
Co., "D!" embarked approxim:tely 2000B as follows: Battalion Headguarters
-LST 12, Co. "E* - L3T 160, Co, "F" LSTR__? No enemy action.

8 September 1943: Battallion less Co. "D" at sea., Co. "D" vicinity of
Termini Imerese, Sicily. Entire.Battalion less Co. "D" and rear echelon
elements left Port of Termini Imerese, Slcily approx. 0500B enroute by
water transportation to Italian mainland, beach assault operation, south
of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy; arrived at destination approx, 2000B
and stood off shore. Convoy attacked by enemy planes approxe. 1500B, Bombs
dropped neuzr boats transporting this Battalion. Enemy air raid at night
lasting from 2230B to 2345B.

9 September 19433 Battalion less Co, "D off shore-assault operation
beach south of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy. Co. "pt yicinity of Ter-
mini, Imerese, Sicily, Assault operation on Italian mainland began before
dawnj 2nd Battalion did not t:ke part in initial operations. Informztion
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9 September 1943 cont'd: confirmed that Italy had surended. 1 enemy air
raid approx. & pluznes at 1630B., No cusuzlties. Enemy bombers atticked oper:
tion locetion &t night, beginning upprox. £030B. £ boubs drépped near Hqs
LST. Yo casualties.

10 September 1943: Batt.lion less Co, "D" landed &t Green Beach between
1630B «nd 1900B. Batt.iion less Co,.D temporurily bivousced vicinity of
Puestum, Italy. Battalion is in immediate vicinity of front lines. tnemy
planes dropped bombs on operational beach at 1445B. No casuulties, Night
aiguritgs lasting from approx. 2300B to 2400B and from 0.:30B to 0300B. No
casua €S,

11 September 1943: North of znd adj.cent to Pcestum, Italy., GHGS 4228~
847088 SG 198 III, Rocca D' Aspide, Italy, 1:50000, Co. "D" vicinity of
Termini Imerese, Sicily. Co. "F" attached to Col Darby'!s rungers left on
special beach mission on LCT 30 & 32 at approx. 1800B., Co. "u" operated
Class III dump. Battalion is in immediate vicinity of front lines., Set up
Hesdquarters and bivouac area, Co., "E" received 4080 gals., of V-80 gas,

35 gals., oll (aviation) 440 gals. cngine oil and 100 GP grezse. Issued

135 gals V=80 gas, Several air alerts during «fternoon on operztlonal beacl
Night air raid lasting firom 2300B to 2400B, No casualties.

12 September 1943: North of zns adjicent to Paestum, Italy. Cpl ‘lichzel
Cyb, Co. "E" died from self inflicted rifle wound. rPronounced dead at
0930B by lst Lt Lee,MC, at Gromola, Itzly. ¥ajor XMonnier, Cupt. O'Brien
and advance elements of Co. "E", consisting of entire Lo less Co. over-
head, left today at approx. 18153 by dukw to investigate new beach north
of 2bove location, adjacent to British Beach R.ger-Green on the north «nd
adja:ent to Tusciano river on the south. iap Itzly 1:50,000, sheet 1u71,
Pontecagneno, beach extending from745203 to 740210. It was anticiputed tha
American troops would land on this beach the following morning. The only
way this beach could be reached wis by water, &s the enemyts action hua cu!
all lznd routes of communicztions., Although the journey alung the cowst was
uneventful, as the Co. resched the shore a heavy enemy cir attack was dir-
ected at a concentration of British ships stsnding off snore at approx,
©2300B, 2 bombs l:znded directly off shore from "LE!' Co's lunding point. Al-
though no casualties resulted, the blast caused ~onsiderazble shock to the
officers and men of the Co. Approx, 3 hr later 2 enemy shells landed adja-
cent to the area, Interaittentl; the sound of German m«chine gun fire
could be heard. The officers of the Co. beilng unable to contact any friend-
ly trrops nearby became worried about the Co's position. At ppprox, 0100B
so much machine gun fire was heard that the Co Cemmander condidered with-
drawing from the beach until daylight, but soon the volume of machine gun
fire decreased and outposts were established, and the compeny formed a
defensive position for the reaminder of the night. At approx. 0430B Capte.
Brown arrived by dukw with a message for the Co., to move further north and
secure permission from the British to use their beach, (Roger-Amber) since
the beach upon which they were loc.ted was considered by the Navy not to be
feasable landing beach. As Company moved up at the break of day an ensuing
tank battle between British snd German tznks could be observed approx. =
miles inland.
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12 September 1943: Conttd:

By second change of plan Company "E" received word that the anticipated
American troop landings on British Beach would not take place and they
returned to their station adjacent to Paestum, Italy. Enemy planes fired
upon several times during the day. Night air raid at 0430B to 0500B. No
casualties, During night raid bombed fell within 50 feet of Company "E"
bivouac srea and concusion of bomb knocked Officers and Enlisted men out

of bed and upset many tents., Lt, Rice knocked out of bed by concusion of
ponb, Coe. "F" arrived arxkwmd at daiorl, Italy, Sheet 1971, Pontecagnano,
1350000-5%0::76, proceeded to establish beach, laid beach roads, established
dunps (gas, water, ammo. & rations) evacuated wounded by dukw to LCT's,
Capt. King, Battalion Surgeon, set up Hospital in church at Maiori, Italy
in order to render emerg:ncy treatment to the wounded, and perform operations

1% September 13433 North of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy: Front lines

t=7 ailes north, Co, "D" enroute to this station. Operations of Red Beach
.orth #1 began at 1800B this date, Co. "E" operated beach., Co. "F" operating
beach, dumps, and evacuated wounded by LCT's. Alerted as Infantry Troops at
18308 due to strong German counter-attacks,

14 September 19433 North of and cdjacent to Paestum, Italy. Front lines

5-7 mi}es north, Co. "D" reported to this station at 1515B. Co, "D" & "E"
operating Red Beach North #1. Co. "D" worked from 2000B tom0800B, Co. "E"
worked from 0800B to 2000B., Unloaded: Class I, 10 tons, Class III, 32 toms,
Class 1V, 61 toms, total tonnage: 103 tons, Perseonnel disembarked: 183,
vehicles, Combat (halftracks, tanks) 4, Guns & SP Artillery 2, all others,
53, 1st Lt Clifford, Pvt lcl Testa, and Pvt Campbell all of Co., "D" wounded
by shrapnel during enemy zir attack during the period between 1000B & 1230B
tois datee Co, “F® operataed gas, water, ammo, ration, & slgnal supply dumps,
iaintained water point, evacuated casualties by I.CT's.

15 Se.tember 19433 North of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy. Co, "D" & "B"
sperated Red Beach North #i. Unlouadeds Class I, 116.5 toms,.Class II & IV,
i7 tons, Persennel disembarked: 2316, Vehcliles, Combat (halftracks, tanks)

18, Guns & SP A rtillery 38, all others 170, lst Lt Roumfort, reld fr asgmt
&4%rfd to 6648 Casual Bn. Front lines 5-7 miles north. Enemy dive bombers
approx, 6 in each case attacked location at 10155, 1210B, and 1530B. Co. "F"
operating gas, water, aumo, rations, and signal supply dumps, evacuated casua

ties,

16 September 19433 North of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy., Front lines

5-7 miles north, Co. "D" i "E" operating Red Bezch North #l. Unloaded:
rlass I, 188 toms, Class II .c IV 11 tons, Class III, 387 tons, Class V, 167
tons, total temnage 751.5 tons. Personnel disembarked: 45, Vehciles, Combat,
(halftracks, tanks) none, imeay dive bombers attacked location at 1000B, 1210.
and 13158, é to 8 in each case. Co., "F" operating beach, dumps, & water poin
at Maiori, Italy, and evacu:ted wounded. :

1. September 1943: Nortc of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy. Front lines 5-7
niles north. Ca, "D¥ & "E" operating Red Beach North #1. Unloadeds Class I,
210 tons, Class II & IV, 105.5 tons, Class III, 168.5 tons, Clase V, 153 tons
total tonnage, 615 tons, - Personnel disembarked: 355. Vehciles: Combat (half-
tracks, tanks) 4, Guns & SP irtillery, 3, all others, 37. Cleared 67.5 tons
from dumps. Enemy dive bombers atiacked "D" & "E" Companies beach operation
gt approx. 1230B and strafed area of Battallon Headquarters. No casualtles.
¥ight air raid at Pzestum area occured at 2400B spprox. No casualties. s "
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17 September 1u43: Contfgy i
Co, "F" operzting gas, Ww..er, ammo, ration, & signal <upply dumps: evacuated
casualties at Yaiori, Itely.

18 sSeptember 1943: North of «nd adjacent to Paestum, Italy. Front lines
moved further north, Co. "D" "EM operating Red Beach North #l. Unloaded:
Class I, 59.5 tons, Class III, 168 tons, Class V, 69 tons, total tonnage,
704.5 tons. Personnel disembarked: 3610 vehicles, combat, (halftracks,
tanks) 23 guns & S P Artillery, 40: all others, 608, 3 Officer and 70 EY
of Company "E" left for duty at British beach approx. 9 miles north of above
location (Roger-Green “~ach) Night enemy bomber attack at 04%0B., None dur-
ing th day. Co. "¥" operating guas, water, ammo, ration, & signal supply
Jumps, and evacuated casualties, at dalori, Ital¥®.

13 Jeptember 1943: Wortl: of «nd aijacent to Paestum, Italy. Front lines
moved further north. Co. "DF & "E" operated Red Beach North #l. Undoaded:
Clzss I, 816 toms, Class IL & IV, 23 toms, Class III, 61 tons, Class V, 80
tons, Total tonnage, 245,35 tons. Disembarkeds Personnel, 932, vehicles,
Combaty (nalftracks, tanks) 11, Guns & 5P Artillery, 1, all others, 242,

3 yfficers and 70 EM from Co. '"E" returned from beach operation at British
beach, Co. "F" operated gas, water, ammo, ration, & signal supply sumps,
~1so evacuated ca-udlties, .t dalorl, Italy. No enemy actlon.

20 September 1943: North of and adjcant to Paestum, Italy. Co. npn g ngn
operating Red Beach North #i. Unloaded: Class I, 47 tons, Class II & 1V,
74 tons, O©6lass III, 106 tons, Class V, 133.5 tons; a total tonnage of Z60.5
tons, 5ersonnel disembarked: 3255, Vehicles, Combat (halftracks, tanks

%3, all others, 353, Co. "7 operated ges, water, ammo, ration, & signa
supply dumps, also evacuated casualties, at uYaiori, Italy. No enemy ection.

21 3eptember 18433 North of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy. Co. npn g now
operating Red Bezch North 1, Unloaded: Class I, 24. 5 toms, Class II & IV,
57 tons, *lass II, 167.5 tons, Class V, xg®xux 307.5 tons, total tonnage, '
556.5 tonms, Personnel disembarked: 1015. Vehicles: Combat (halitracks,
tanks) 20, all others, ©97. Ilajor Jonnier and Colonel Harvin visited Co.
n¥n, Thig is the rirst contact made with Co. Co. nFr operating gas, water,
anmo, rations, & signal supply dwaps, ©1lso evacvated casualties, at ifaiori,
1taly. S/Sgt James P, Hunt trfd to H & & Co.: T/4 Clifford T. Hdayberry astd
% jd Hqs. Det. "nd Bn, A~ir alert at Pwestum area approx. 1100B. No casual-
ties,

'+ September 1943: Horth of and adjacent to Paestun Italy. Co. "D" & "it
operating Red Besch North ;1. Unloaded: Class L, 113 tons, Class II & IV,
82,5 tons, Class III, €l.5 Lons, Class V, 239 tons, total tonnage of 484 tons
rersonnel cisembarked: 2, +chicles, Combat (Hlaftracks, tanks) 0, zll others
- Co. "FM operating besch, dunps, and water point at falori, Italiy. No
snemy &action.

2% September 1945: HWorth of and adjacent to Paestum, Italy. Co. npr g WM

- pperating Red Brazch Horth #1. Unloaded: Class I, 184 tonms, Class II & IV,
1°8 tons, Class III, 248 tons, Class V, 372.5 tons; total tonnage, 91l2.5 tons
personnei disembarkeds 383, Vehciles, 0, Co. uFr operating dumps, water
point at Maiori, Italy. No enemy action, :



Reproduced at the National Archives

Page % (Doily Jourmal Repor

24 September 1943 Nerth of ond adjaecent te Passtum, Italy. Co. "D" and "E®

operating Red Beagh Nerth #1, Unlemdeds Class T, 272,5 tens, Class IT & IV, 66 tons,
Class TTT, 131 tens, Cless V, 384 tems, total tonnage, 853,5 tons. Disembarkeds
Parsemmel, 388, Vehieles, eombat (halftraek - tank), 55, =8ll others, 9. 2nd Lt. Allan
Y, Gardner end 59 EM reld fr atehd to Ceo, “L" und rejoin their company at Meieri, Ttaly, .
Co. "7 onernted besech, dumps, water point at Yaiori, Ttaly. First reports reed fr 5

Cos "I repoerts te date epvrox. 500 tons of supplies had been removed mereoss lialori, Ttalys

b i v AR

25 September 19433  WNorth of and adjeeent to Paestum, Ttaly. Co. "D and "g"
operativg Red Beaeh North f1. Ce. "D worked from 0BOOB te 2000B, and Go., "E" from ‘
20008 4o 0800R., Unloadeds Clanms T, 69 tens, Class TT & IV, 20 tons, Class IIT, & tons,
Clese V, 269 tens, tetal tonnage, 348 tens, Disembarked: Personnel, 553, Vehieles, :
eombet (halftraek = tank), 5, guns =nd SP artillery, 8, =nll ethers, 296, Coo. “F"
unlended at Maiori, Ttaly, the followings Class I, 60 toms, Class V, 140 tons, tetal
tormmze, 200 tenms,

26 September 1943; North ef and adjreent te Paestum, Ttely, Ce. "D" and "E
sperating Red Nerth Beaeh #1, Unleadeds Class T, 23.5 tons, OlasssII & IV, 20 tens,
Olaes IITy nems, Class V, 45,5 toms, tetal tennnge, 99 tens. Disembarkeds Personnel,
19, ne vehieles, Ce. "F" unleaded at Maiori, Ttaly the fellowing: Class I, 29 tons,
Class V, 102 toms, total tonnage, 131 tens, Effective 0200R, 26 September 1943, eloeks
wers set baek ene heur. Heur wae then 0100A whieh is GMT plus 1 heur, :

S A AR R i L 0

27 September 1943: North of and adjseent to Pnestum, Ttaly, Co. "D" and "E* moved

4o new bivoure area apprexe. (1) mile north of Peestum, Ttaly. No besgh operations :
todny, Cee "F" unloaded : Class T, 9 tems, Class V, 64 tems, total tomnage, 73 tens. :
Alse enermted bemeh, dumps, and woter point at ‘miori, Ttaly. |

o8 Sentember 19433  lerth of and adjacent to Pasteum, Italy., Co. “D* and "E* improving
new bivoune mrea, =nd maintaining ronds. No beaeh operations. Co. “r* opernted beaeh,
dumps, and weter point at Maiori, Ttaly, unlosded, Cless LT, 45 tons, Olmse V, 15 tons,
total tonnmpge, 63 tens, Gele with wind veloeity of approx. 45 miles per hour sommenced
mpprox, 18304, Reeeived 43 replacements from 29th Replaeemsnt Pool, and sssigned as
fo:-lm‘ GO. “D“, 15’ GO'. HE!' 12’ Co. "F-’ 16.

20 September 1943; Nerth of and adjrneent to Paestum, Ttaly, Ce, "D" and "B" poliecedry
Red Resgh North #1, and mainteined roads at Red Beaeh North #1. Ce. "F* operated beaeh,
dumps, and weter peint at Meiori, Italy. Unleaded; Class T, 18 tons, Class ITI, 14.4
tens, Class V, neme, tetal tonnage, 32.4 tens. .

30 September 1943: Nerth of and sdjecent te Paestum, Ttaly. Ce. "D" and "E* improved
roads te Batt2lion Yoter Pool, Ce. "F" eperated beaeh, dumps, and water peint a2t
'vmieri, Ttaly. 'nleaded:s Class T, 2.5 tous, Class ITT, 56.8 tens, Olmss V, 77 tomns,
tete:1 temage, 136 tons, Disembarkeds Personnel, 22,
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Jnloading Statisties: Red Beach lorth -1 from 13 September 1945 to
30 CeLtember 1943,

Class i 152 tons
Cless IT % IV e85 tons
Class ITI z26%7.5 tons
Class V S01E .5 tons
750%,5 s

Venicles dischargeds Coavat (hairtracks-tuanks) 240
funs snd SP Artilliery: 11l
AlL others: 1z8¢

9

Persornel aiseannarked: 13205
Jnlioading -tatistics: iiori Beach, irom 2H -e.tember L343 to
E‘O :'e t(""'lbl‘“?" _LQ( Se ‘C(‘)ﬂl.h -r_tr*'-tlr 1!'1?!7)

T L2 9 tons
1 TONS

45,0 tons
4 tons

Personnel disembvarked: 13,815

3]
2

Cesualties sustained by “attalion during aontn of ceptember 1948

ion- cattle Casusltie -
Pattle Orsualties - 5

L

inemy zction encountersd during aontn of e tember Loeds

=y T4 i i ema AF £ - e T04A%
Battalion strength zs 2f 1 e .temper Lued:

DEficers ‘en
1(8 . Det. & )
Co, "M 4 188
OBy WEM A 185
Co, TP B 189
Ted. Debt. _% _ L5
L 585 Total ~resent ztsent
Battasr’on strerngztn 5 >F 30 fejtenber 1943:
O MMeers
dcs, Tet, F
":IQ, ‘1";_‘“\ ':'i
§
Co. "EM 4
s Fy
co, HP 4
fed, Det. _2 )
19 cpEent




